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It is truly with great pleasure that I invite you to browse 

through this very first issue of the 

Embassy newsletter filled with information on recent 

events and events to come. Our aim is to share with 

the friends of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

the latest news about developments and events 

taking place in India and in my country.  

As the 4th DR. Congo Ambassador to India I wish to 

contribute to the further strengthening of the 

flourishing relationships between both our countries.  

I hope that you’ll enjoy this Newsletter and together 

with all my colleagues we’ll do our best to keep you 

updated in the months and years to come. 

While inviting you to have a pious thought for each of 
us who lost a loved one during this difficult period of 
Covid-19 or because of any other illness, that the 
spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ then comforts every 
moved family. 

         

 

THE AMBASSADOR MESSAGE 

Dear friends, 

Receive warm greetings from the Embassy of the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo in India, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Sri Lanka.  And 

may the peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ accompany 

you in your respective families during this difficult 

period that all humanity is concerned by the Covid-19 

pandemic of that continues to bereave our people.  

However, I am honored to present this newsletter that 

will draw our reader's attention to the events that 

have taken place or will take place in the various 

sectors at the national and international level of our 

country. 

It is well known that the Covid-19 pandemic that is 
hitting and bereaves all of humanity has delighted us 
throughout 2020 and continues with a second wave 
that causes great concern and does not allow us to 
concentrate in the performance of our duties. 

Facing this challenge, the Democratic Republic has 
still not given up and is constantly fulfilling its 
national, regional, continental and international 
obligations. Its diplomacy is still active given its 
regional and continental responsibilities. 

  

 

In this first issue newsletter, we will note among other, 
some important facts since His Excellency Felix Antoine 
TSHISEKEDI TSHILOMBO is at the head of the country 
and especially as President-in-Office of the African Union 
since February 2021. 

Since the Head of State became President-in-Office of the 
African Union, DR Congo has become increasingly visible 
on the international scene. His voice is heard in every 
respect and a diplomatic ballet is noticed almost every 
week by officials from different backgrounds to meet the 
President-in-Office of the African Union.  

And in his cap of the African Union President-in-Office, 
Félix Antoine TSHISEKEDI  is at all times, with his pilgrim's 
stick, outside the country to meet others African presidents 
for the resolution of disputes existing between some 
African countries. On the other hand, He negotiates 
internationally so that Eastern Congo, whose populations 
have been living in insecurity for more than two decades, 
can regain peace and live in peacefully. In addition to these 
provisions, the Head of State advocates pan-Africanism 
and wants the continent has a boost to sustainable 
development. MOSSI NYAMALE Rosette 

Ambassador 

EMBASSY 



   

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS 

POLITICS 

Briefly, Who is the Prime Minister?  

Jean-Michel Sama Lukonde Kyenge (born 4 

August 1977) is a Congolese politician from 

the former Katanga province. He was 

named as the Prime Minister of the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo on 15 

February 2021. He is an engineer by 

training. He is a member of the Future of 

Congo party. 

Before his nomination, he was the Director-

General of Gécamines which is one of the 

largest mining companies in Africa, and the 

biggest in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo. He was appointed to this position 

by President Tshisekedi in June 2019. Prior 

to this position, he was also deputy general 

administrator of the Congo National Railway 

Company, the SNCC.  

Lukonde also served as one of the 

youngest Deputies at the National Assembly 

(Democratic Republic of the Congo), 

and minister of Sports and Youth during 

the Joseph Kabila Presidency. 

The President of DR Congo appoints a new prime minister. 
The president Felix Antoinne Tshisekedi had in February named the head of state-owned mining giant Gecamines, 

Jean-Michel Sama Lukonde, as prime minister to succeed Sylvestre Ilunga Ilunkamba, who was forced out after a 

coalition between supporters of Tshisekedi and Kabila broke down.  

A new government named government of 

the sacred union of the nation. 

The President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the 

Head of State Félix Antoine TSHISEKEDI TSHILOMBO signed an 

ordinance on Monday 12/04/2021 appointing members of the 

Government of the Sacred Union of the Nation. 

A key point of the Government is its small size compared to the 

previous one, in which there are a good representation of 

women and young people. A representative and inclusive 

Government, at least as far as we can say. The new team has 56 

members (compared to 66 in the previous one), including 4 

Deputy Prime Ministers, 9 Ministers of State, 31 Ministers, a 

Deputy Minister and 11 Deputy Ministers. This government, with 

an average age of 47, is made up of 27% women and 80% new 

faces. 

Prime Minister Sama Lukonde said the new team’s priorities 

would include security, infrastructure and electoral reform. 

 

 

MAY - JUNE 2021 DRC EMBASSY’S NEWSLETTER   
2 



   

 
 
 
  

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

“The size of the government has been reduced, women’s and young people’s 

participation has been taken into account. Principles of representation and inclusivity 

have been upheld,” said the prime minister. 

Figures from the anti-Kabila opposition have been named to key posts, including 

environment minister and deputy prime minister Eve Bazaiba of the Movement for the 

Liberation of the Congo (MLC). The new foreign minister is Christophe Lutundula, 

close to Moise Katumbi, a former governor of Katanga province who himself 

attempted to challenge Kabila in a 2018 election. 

Members of the government, after the very first Council of Ministers of the Sama Lukonde Government 

chaired by President Felix Tshisekedi 

 

It is worth recalling that 10 members of the former deposed 
government have been reappointed and are part of the current 
government team. After the approval of its program of actions, the 
Government of the Sacred Union of the Nation was invested by 
Parliament and took office without further delay. 
 By the editorial 
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NEWS 

A Diplomatic Ballet at the Republic Presidency office on Monday 03/05/2021 

after the first Council of Ministers of the Sama Lukonde Government chaired 

by President Felix Tshisekedi 

At the first Council of Ministers of 

the Government of the Sacred 

Union of the Nation on Friday, 

April 30,2021, the President Félix  

Antoine  Tshisekedi Tshilombo 

reminded the members of the 

government the challenges they 

are called to face. Challenges that 

focus on the safety of people and 

their property as well as the 

social.  

At the same time, he announced to the government team at the same meeting the establishment of the 

state of siege in the provinces of North Kivu and Ituri with the aim of completely eradicating the insecurity 

that threatens this part of the national territory for several years. The latter was decreed on 03/05/2021 

and the order sanctioning this State of siege followed and read on the national television channel by the 

Spokesperson of the President of the Republic.  

 On the same date (03/05/2021), a diplomatic ballet was observed at the Presidency of 
the Republic. The President of Dr congo, Head of State, H.E Felix Antoine Tshisekedi 
Tshilombo has received the following personalities: 

OLUSEGUN 

OBASANJO, former 

President of Nigeria 

who came to 

congratulate the 

President of the 

Republic on his election 

as the AuN President-

in-Office while 

reiterating his support 

Ms. Bintou Keita, the UN Secretary 
General's representative in the Great 

Lakes Region. She reported to the AU 
President on his tour of the Great Lakes 

region and his participation in the 
meeting of defense ministers from 

ECAC member countries, which aimed 
at addressing the insecurity that Seville 

in the region. It ended with a note of 
hope that all these networks would be 

cut off; 

Israel's Ambassador to DR 
Congo was received in 
audience by the President of 
the Republic. The 
Ambassador was the bearer 
of an invitation to the 
President of DR Congo by his 
Israelian counterpart for his 
state visit to Israel in the near 
future.   

By the editorial 
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5 
NEWS 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo has declared a ‘state of siege’ in violence-hit 

eastern provinces. Hundreds of people have been killed and many displaced in 

mineral-rich Ituri and North Kivu provinces due to a surge in attacks in recent months 

Congolese President Félix Tshisekedi 

visited French president Emmanuel Macron 

in Paris last on Tuesday 27th of may, and 

already warned him about the armed group 

issue in his homeland. 

Nevertheless, he reiterated his call for 

reinforcements. 

"In my country, in eastern Democratic 

Republic of Congo, a group with Islamist 

tendencies has been created, one with 

Islamist discourse and methods and which 

is wreaking havoc among our population. 

Now, I am more determined than ever to 

eradicate it, and I am counting on France's 

support." 

Announcing Tshisekedi’s decision late on 

Friday, government spokesman Patrick 

Muyaya said: “The objective is to swiftly 

end the insecurity which is killing our 

fellow citizens in that part of the country 

on a daily basis.” 

He did not say what steps would be taken 

next under the state of siege. 

Kambale Musavali, an analyst at Centre for 

Research on the Congo-Kinshasa, said it 

looked increasingly likely the government 

would send in more troops to the two 

affected regions, where government 

troops and United Nations 

peacekeepers have struggled to contain 

the violence. 

“This is a prelude to what I believe will be 

military operations in the area,” Musavali 

told Al Jazeera. “It’s worrisome because 

we’ve had military operations in the DRC,” 

he said. 

“Hearing this state of siege taking place, it may bring 

confidence to the population as this is a path in the right 

direction, but the question that must be asked is how is this 

military action different from previous military actions.” 

On Thursday, Tshisekedi said he was preparing “radical 

measures” to deal with the security situation in the east of the 

country. 

That followed the prime minister suggesting on Monday that a 

state of emergency might be declared in the east, “replacing 

the civil administration with a military administration”. 

An estimated 122-armed groups of varying sizes operate in 

eastern DRC, many a legacy of catastrophic regional wars in 

the 1990s. 

The Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), a rebel group formed in 

neighbouring Uganda more than two decades ago, is believed 

to be responsible for much of the recent bloodshed. 

DR Congo declares state of siege in emergency 

anti-insurgency efforts in Ituri and Nord-Kivu  

 

President Félix Tshisekedi at the Elysée Palace, with his French counterpart Emmanuel 

Macron for a working visit. The two leaders held bilateral talks on enhancing economic 

and security cooperation. 
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NEWS 

MONUSCO Determined to Support DR Congo 

Security Forces 

While the Congolese Head of state, Felix-Antoine Tshisekedi, has declared a state of siege in the Ituri 

and North-Kivu provinces, MONUSCO remains prepared to back the security forces of the DRC, in 

accordance with its mandate as laid out in the UN Security Council Resolution 2556. 

The Special Representative of the United 

Nations Secretary General in the DRC, 

Bintou Keita, visited from May 10 to 14, 

2021Goma, the capital city of North-Kivu. 

During the visit, the chief of MONUSCO 

held for the first time a working session 

with the new Military Governor, Lieutenant-

General Constant Ndima Kongba, in the 

presence of the Vice-Governor, Divisional 

Commissioner Ekuka Lipopo. 

She was accompanied by the Deputy 

Special Representative in charge of 

protection and operations, Khassim 

Diagne, the Interim Force Commander, 

Major General Thierry Lion, as well as the 

heads of field offices in Goma and Beni.  

She was accompanied by the Deputy 

Special Representative in charge of 

protection and operations, Khassim 

Diagne, the Interim Force Commander, 

Major General Thierry Lion, as well as the 

heads of field offices in Goma and Beni 

 

 

At the end of the discussions, which focused on the clarification 

of responsibilities between the two parties as well as the 

accompanying measures during this period of the state of 

siege, Ms. Keita reiterated to the press, the United Nations’ 

determination to support the Congolese armed forces, in 

accordance with its mandate. 

“I have understood and I have watched with great attention how the 

declaration on the state of siege was received. It seems there is a renewed 

hope, and we believe with all the efforts that will be made, including with the 

confidence and contribution of the population, we will arrive at an improved 

situation compared to the 'insecurity,' she said. 

Conflict’s resolution 

After the meeting with the new 

provincial authorities, the Special 

Representative of the UN Secretary 

General in the DRC met with 

members of the Baraza La Wazee, a 

civil society platform in North Kivu, at 

MONUSCO headquarters. 

Discussions focused on the projects 

framed by this platform, in 

partnership with MONUSCO and the 

provincial authorities, including the 

recent inter-community consultations 

in the territories of Nyiragongo and 

Masisi, to strengthen social cohesion 

and peaceful coexistence. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
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Emmanuel Macron, Felix Tshisekedi host economic 

summit for African leaders. 

President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic 

Republic of Congo co-hosted a summit on financial 

assistance for African economies on Tuesday, 

joining French President Emmanuel Macron at the 

Grand Palais Éphémère in Paris to discuss strategies 

for boosting recovery aid following the COVID-19 

health and economic crisis. 

Tshisekedi, speaking in his role as current chair of 

the African Union, was joined by some 30 African 

heads of state including President Nana Akufo-

Addo of Ghana and his Rwandan counterpart Paul 

Kagame. Also, on hand were Kristalina Georgieva, 

the head of the International Monetary Fund, and 

leaders from European nations and other global 

bodies. 

 

 

 

 

“Africa deserves a fair shot: to end the 

crisis, improve lives, and build a digital 

green future,” said Georgieva. “The 

world must step up for Africa as it steps 

up for its people. We at IMF will do our 

part.” 

“Africa is our neighbor, the continent 

with which Europe has the most links, 

the most travel and the most ties,” said 

Macron. “A scenario where Europe 

recovers while Africa plunges into 

distress, with a health crisis and a 

recession, is inconceivable.” 

 

 

 

 

The IMF estimates some $285 billion in additional financing will be necessary through 

2025 because of the pandemic, with about half of that destined for low-income African 

nations. Summit participants discussed components of what Macron called a New Deal 

for Africa that included debt relief, as well as funding priorities for delivering electricity 

to Africans and the digital transformation of economies. 
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French President Emmanuel Macron, IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva, Senegal's 

President Macky Sall and President of Congo Democratic Republic Felix Tshisekedi talk at the 

Summit on the Financing of African Economies Paris, May 18, 2021. 
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The Africa Financing Summit ends with calls for 

Funding, Vaccines… 

 
PARIS - A Paris summit on 

supporting African nations 

hard-hit by COVID-19's 

fallout wrapped up Tuesday 

with sweeping calls for 

massive financial and 

vaccination support for Africa 

— and a broader sea change 

in relations between donor 

nations and the continent.  

President Macron said this moment 

could be seized to respond to broader, 

long-standing — and, so far, 

unaddressed — challenges facing 

Africa. He said an economic and 

strategic new deal with Africa would not 

happen overnight, but the talks had 

triggered a new dynamic. 

The same message was heard from 

Senegal's President Macky Sall. He 

said a paradigm shift is under way in 

Africa's relationship with richer nations 

— from having programs imposed on it 

to co-constructing what is needed. That 

offers hope, he said, because Africans 

know their problems better than 

anyone. 

There is no durable exit from the 

continent's economic crisis, IMF Chief 

Kristalina Georgieva said, without 

beating the health crisis. She said 

ramping up the vaccination campaign 

will generate trillions of dollars in 

additional output benefiting not only 

Africa but also richer economies.       

Democratic Republic of Congo President Felix 

Tshisekedi, who is also African Union chair, said having 

Africans manufacture and supply COVID-19 vaccines 

could help overcome the reluctance among some of 

being inoculated with foreign shots. 

He called for greater debt relief and market access for the 

continent — and for international financing to take into 

account its fight on terror. But he also said African 

governments need to do their share by establishing good 

governance, fighting corruption and supporting Africa's 

youth.  

More than a year in the making, this meeting — gathering 

leaders from Africa, Europe and global financial 

institutions — was backdropped by a series of bleak 

statistics on the pandemic's toll on Africa. If the continent 

has been less hard hit by the pandemic than other places, 

it is suffering in many other ways, with tourism and other 

revenues drying up.    

Africa's economy is expected to grow just over 3 percent 

this year — about half the world average. It faces a nearly 

$300 billion spending shortfall over the next few years. 

Experts fear millions more Africans may tip into poverty — 

and less than 3 percent of Africans have been vaccinated 

against the virus.  

Tuesday's financing summit wraps up two days of high-level talks on Africa. On Monday, IMF members 

states agreed to clear billions of dollars Sudan owes the institution as part of broader support for 

Khartoum's democratic transition, and Macron announced scrapping Sudan's $5 billion debt to France. 
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Keep in mind that Congolese are not out to rob foreigners. They are out to profit 

mutually and form bridges and partnerships. They are also out to learn and while 

they see westerners and Asians as rich, they see them more as enriching, and don’t 

seek a zero-sum game.  

 

DOING BUSINESS 

DR. CONGO THE FRONTIER OF CAPITALISM. 

The DR. Congo is brimming with opportunity and rampant with underinvestment to 

underemployment to undervaluation in lots of its commodities, services, and potential. 

Congo Kinshasa is brimming with opportunity 

and rampant with underinvestment to 

underemployment to undervaluation in lots of 

its commodities, services, and potential. 

Congo Kinshasa was ranked the most 

difficult place in the world to do business, but 

that doesn’t seem to hold on the ground as 

legions of foreign investors and businessmen 

are filling the hotels to capacity and causing 

a sprawl in business tourism services and 

infrastructure build-up. You will not be the 

first, you will see everyone coming to sell 

and buy and build everything a modern city 

needs, but the Congo is being conquered, 

although lots of it feels like the west and a 

frontier destination. 

Chinese are among the most common 

travelers in DR. Congo and have been little 

liked at times, having built a reputation for 

cost, not quality, and surrounding them are 

half-truths/half-myths of wholesale robbery 

and extraction with and without permits of lots 

of the massive states’ resource wealth. The 

Chinese embassy in Kinshasa has better 

citizen services then most African’s have 

access to and plenty of Chinese restaurants 

abound in the capital. 

Americans were generally the last one at the 

table and especially late to take advantage of 

the Congo’s escalating opportunities. The 

future looks to see more Americans do 

business here if investment laws and foreign 

corrupt business practices legislation 

undergoes needed reform. They are missing 

opportunities, and missing the party here 

where as everyone else has already arrived.  

 

Indians and Lebanese have been in the Congo since almost 

its conception as Zaire and as 2 adjoining nations. Lebanese 

were gem and metal traders, and Indians were merchants of 

every ware and now have expanded into selling the nervous 

system of Congo’s communications and IT. Indians are a 

respected and accommodated class in Congo. The largest 

hospital in Africa was built in (2013) in Kinshasa and is 

staffed mainly by Indians in the hopes of making DRC a 

destination for African medical tourism. 

Nigerians and Cameroonians abound here as well and 

although they trade and work in just about every sector 

Congo needs, unfortunately they are most famous for illicit 

and black-market sectors and are looked upon with general 

scepticism by the Congolese as well. 

 You will always be treated with smiles 

and big open arms and friendliness by 

Congolese suppliers or clients …  

By the editorial 



 

 

 

 

  
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

The DRC has a number of unique tourist 

opportunities, including wildlife reserves, 

indigenous cultures, and geological wonders 

not found easily or anywhere else in Africa. 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is 

crisscrossed by many waterways small, 

medium and large together measuring close 

to 45 000 Km. These waterways offer the 

opportunity for development of the most 

picturesque tourism destination in the 

world… 
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TOURISM 
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THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: A TOURISM 

PARADISE 

 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is situated in a strategic geographical 

position on the Equator line and at crossroads of initial and final destinations 

for tours from central, southern and eastern Africa. With a developed tourism 

industry, the DR Congo could become the hub of the industry in Central Africa 

taking into account the wealth of offerings in the region. 

The country has also the advantage of 

being able to share tourism products 

with neighboring countries. It has the 

combination of Inter-Provincial and 

Regional Circuits on many tourists 

routes through its nine provinces and 

nine countries bordering it, the DR 

Congo can give way to cross-border 

tourism that will benefit both the 

Eastern , Western and Southern part of 

Africa. 

The Democratic Republic Of Congo is home 

to five UNESCO World Heritage sites ,  25 

million hectares of protected areas , seven 

national parks and 57 reserves. 

HOME TO FIVE WOLRD HERITAGE SITES 

ENDLESS WATERWAYS 

VARIOUS ENDEMIC SPECIES 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

The creation of seaside resorts with beaches, 

and shorelines access camping, as well as 

river-side tourism development are 

opportunities available to investors and 

businesses. 

Twelve per cent of the country is made up of 

protected areas including 7 national parks 

and 57 reserves areas, with great ecotourism 

potential. 
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A HUGE 

INVESTMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

IN TOURISM 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is among 

the second largest country in Africa in terms of size 

and 4th largest in terms of population size. Tourism 

offerings targeting youth in search of recreation, 

travelers away from home and rising working class 

looking for outdoor and attracted to modern cuisine 

present a huge opportunity. 

DISCOVERY & ADVENTURE 
 

The Democratic Republic of the Congo present a diverse and multi-faceted tourism opportunities for local 

and international investors. Among others are seaside resorts, cultural tourism, leisure facilities, 

adventure, discovery and safari activities for the adrenalin junkies. 

SEA-RIVER SIDE RESORTS 
 

The DRC has four endemic species including 

mountain gorillas, okapi, bonobos, and the 

Congolese peacock.  Moreover, the country 

has a unique variety of species in its 

ecosystem covering almost 145 Million 

hectares. 

SEA-RIVER SIDE RESORTS 
 

In the sector of tourism and travel, the 

opportunities for tourism companies are myriad 

including in the rehabilitation and construction 

of hotels, restaurants, protected areas and other 

tourism infrastructure. 

CONSTRUCTION AND REHABILITATION OF HOTELS 
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The DRC’s famous regions 
Kinshasa hosts some of the most vibrant 

faces of Africa and is no more dangerous 

and a great deal less dangerous than 

other oft-traveled cities in Africa – Lagos, 

Nairobi, and Johannesburg among them. 

Kinshasa is famed for its music, and there 

is a Bonobo (only endemic to DRC) 

preserve within an hour of the city that is 

very well-kept and in a natural setting 

that is popular with visitors. 

Kinshasa is worth a visit for a few days for 

its music, history and culture (which is 

VERY strong in Africa and exported 

around the continent as well) and for the 

amazingly cute and well-run bonobo 

orphanage, (with the McVallee Lake 

nearby which no doubt all Congolese will 

insist you visit)… 

“Avenue du tourisme” in Kinshasa is the best drive on the river, like the 

Pacific Coast Highway of the jungle!, totally beautiful and worth a 

whole day just stopping and taking in the views of the river capital. 

The river journey is fine on the RC side up until the fork that takes you to Kisangani near the Central African 

Republic and Mbandaka, the good news, however, is that as of 2017 the entire river from Kinshasa to 

Kisangani is fine and cleared for tourist travel. 

  How about fishing? There are countless amazing and undiscovered 

species, but what about the ecological integrity? And what of these 

shocking monstrous tiger fish? Are they actually real? 

The status of the Congo River ecosystem 

has been described by most biologists on 

the ground and in our care as being in 

excellent health.  So healthy according to 

Peace Corps veterans in Congo that the 

foundation of river villages like Mossaka on 

the Alima river’s economy is freshwater 

fishing, and fish dances are the 

entertainment du jour. 

The state of the ecosystem has been 

compared to what the state of salmon 

fishing would have been like for the Native 

American Indians in the Pacific Northwest 

of the USA. It is as if the methods of fish 

harvesting employed by the people of 

Congo are just not sufficient to put a dent 

in any real way in the fish populations of 

the Congo river. 

 

The DRC’s other famous region is the Great Lakes, near 

Bukavu and Goma, more than a thousand miles to the 

east from Kinshasa. There are plenty of points of interest 

here the foremost of which is the Mountain Nyiragongo 

and its lava lake. 

IS THE DR. CONGO SAFE? 
 In a word, yes 

The Congo’s tourist sites, and accessible 

regions are actually safer than the most 

popular African destinations. 

Travel in the Congo for all places tourists are concerned is 

safer than travel in South Africa or Kenya, despite the heavy 

reliance of those 2 nations on tourism 

By the editorial 
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The Kazungula Bridge over the Zambezi River and One Stop Border Post facilities connecting Botswana and Zambia were 

commissioned on 10th May 2021, paving the way for enhanced Southern African Development Community (SADC) integration 

and development. 

 

SADC 
 Kazungula Bridge commissioned, paving way for 

enhanced SADC integration and development. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The 929-long bridge and state-of-the-art facilities 

were officially commissioned by the President of 

the Republic of Botswana, His Excellency Eric 

Mokgweetsi Masisi, and the President of the 

Republic of Zambia, His Excellency Edgar Chagwa 

Lungu, at a colourful ceremony at the 

quadriphonic point across the Zambezi River 

where Botswana and Zambia meet Namibia and 

Zimbabwe.  

The Kazungula Bridge is expected to link the port 

of Durban in South Africa to the DRC and the 

United Republic of Tanzania through the North-

South Corridor to facilitate seamless and efficient 

movement of goods and persons, and in doing so 

reduce cost of doing business, contribute to 

industrialisation, and enhance trade and SADC 

regional integration. It will replace the age-old 

pontoon ferry which was used to carry haulage 

The commissioning of the bridge as well as the opening of 

the One Stop Border Post linking Botswana and Zambia is 

expected to link and smoothen the movement of people, 

goods and services not only between the two countries, 

but also within the entire SADC Region, subsequently to 

COMESA-EAC-SADC Tripartite Regions, and eventually 

African continent through the corridor approach that has 

been adopted by COMESA, the East African Community 

(EAC), SADC, and AU. 

The Kazungula Bridge Project is a regional infrastructure 

project worth emulating. While the feasibility and design 

studies were coordinated by the SADC Secretariat, 

detailed designs and construction were jointly led and 

coordinated by the Governments of Botswana and 

Zambia, and funded by the two Governments, supported 

by the African Development Bank and the Japan 

International Cooperation Agency (JICA).  
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The ceremony was witnessed by the Chairperson of the African Union and 

President of the Democratic Republic of Congo, H.E Félix Tshisekedi Tshilombo; 

the Chairperson of SADC, H.E President Filipe Jacinto Nyusi of the Republic of 

Mozambique; the President of Zimbabwe, H.E Emmerson Mnangagwa; Vice 

President of Namibia, Dr Nangolo Mbumba, the Executive Secretary of SADC, Her 

Excellency Dr Stergomena Lawrence Tax; and the Secretary General of the 

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Her Excellency 

Chileshe Mpundu Kapwepwe among other dignitaries from the SADC Region. 

 

Speaking at the commissioning, H.E President 

Tshisekedi said the construction of the bridge by 

Botswana and Zambia subscribes to one of the AU’s 

fundamental initiatives of regional integration with 

the aim of having one African market.  

“This gigantic piece of engineering is in line with 

the African Union’s strategic ideals of developing 

infrastructure in transportation that will help us 

realise the dream of economic integration,” said 

President Tshisekedi. 

 

By growing strategic partnerships through this 

project, SADC Member States had improved 

the development and competitiveness of their 

economies to attract more private sector 

investment, thereby supporting efforts to 

create employment, especially for the youth, 

adding that Kazungula Bridge will provide 

business opportunities particularly facilitated 

through Information Communication 

Technology by the young people throughout 

Southern Africa and beyond. 
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H.E President Nyusi said the project will not only 

benefit the two countries, but the entire SADC 

Region, further enhancing regional integration.  

“The infrastructure is a materialisation of the 

SADC dream of removing boundaries and 

barriers between Member States, especially in 

tourism,” said President Nyusi, adding that the 

project is in line with the regional approach to 

development as espoused in the SADC 

development agenda. He further said the bridge 

offers a faster alternative route to Beitbridge and 

will help alleviate the congestion at one of 

Africa’s busiest borders. The improved border 

management due to the OSBP is expected to 

significantly reduce freight and passenger transit 

time. 

 

 

 

H.E President Masisi said Botswana has always been 

of the view that Kazungula Bridge will open avenues 

for improved trade, job creation and economic 

diversification, and that it will significantly accelerate 

development.  

“I believe that with the support of our regional body 

and its Member States, Kazungula Bridge will serve 

the purpose for which it was constructed. There is no 

doubt that the completion of this bridge has raised 

the expectations of our people.  It goes without 

saying that goods from Lesotho, Eswatini, South 

Africa and Namibia as well as goods from Zambia, 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Angola, 

Kenya and all countries in the north of us will use the 

bridge in the true spirit of the African Continental 

Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA),” said President 

Masisi.  

 

H.E President Lungu reiterated that in addition to 

national and bilateral significance, the facility would 

promote regional and continental integration as it 

would facilitate increased intra-African trade. The transit 

traffic through Kazungula border, he said, will greatly 

improve due to reduced border transit time as well as 

improved trade facilitation measures and border 

management operations as a result of the One Stop 

Border Post. This will lower the cost of doing business, 

and in turn, result in an increase in trade and 

competitiveness, job creation, tourism, and other 

positive ripple effects and lead to the development of 

local communities. The development would give 

impetus to the implementation of the SADC-EAC-

COMESA Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) and the 

AfCFTA.  

“This facility is a critical milestone in the development of 

the North-South Corridor as it will also facilitate access 

to international markets through linkages to major 

seaports,” President Lungu said. 

 

H.E Dr Tax said Kazungula Bridge and the 

OSBP is a SADC flagship project under 

the SADC RIDMP, and that it will facilitate 

physical transport and logistical linkages 

between, and among Member States, 

movement of persons, goods and services in 

the SADC Region, thus contributing to the 

Region’s desire to industrialize, create wealth 

and jobs for SADC citizens.  

“The traditional two stop border posts have 

been upgraded to a one stop border, whereby 

border transactions have been re-engineered, 

re-modelled and recalibrated, to improve 

regional connectivity and efficiency of transit 

traffic, and in doing so, to enhance 

competitiveness, reduce transaction costs, 

increase SADC intra-trade, and contribute to 

SADC regional integration and development,” 

said Dr Tax. 

 

The specific expected outcomes include reduced border transit time; improved 

procedures on trade facilitation; improved border management operations; 

increased traffic throughput; and reduced time-based transport and trade cost. With 

the economic benefits, the Kazungula project is a state-of-the-art and complex 

project that replaces old technology, which was prone to disasters and accidents, 

with modern infrastructure and facilities.  
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DRC EMBASSY’S NEWSLETTER   MAY - JUNE 2021 

DRC's President Felix Tshisekedi meets with visiting Chinese State Councilor 

and Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Kinshasa. ©Gao Junya / Xinhua News 

Agency/Newscom/MaxPPP 

WORLD BANK ANNOUNCES US$3 BILLION DISBURSEMENT 

TO GOVERNMENT TO SEE DRC TAKE OFF 

The World Bank is planning a US$3 billion disbursement to the 

Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo. This 

announcement was made on Wednesday 5 May 2021 by Jean-

Christophe Carret, Director of World Bank Operations for the 

DRC, Angola, Burundi, and Sao Tomé-et-Principe. This was 

during a hearing granted to him by the Congolese Finance 

Minister, Nicolas Kazadi Kadima.   Mr Jean-Christophe Carret has 

announced that itis USD3 billion will be disbursed in the next 18 

months. 

According to the exchanges of the Congolese moneymaker and 

the framework of this major funder, the 3 billion will be allocated 

in particular, to the fields of new information and communication 

technologies, road infrastructure and energy. The two 

personalities also spoke about social,macro-economic balance, 

universal health. 

In addition, they called for reforms in the management of public 

finances. 

 

PRESIDENT FELIX TSHISEKEDI ASSURED THE 

SUPPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNITY DURING HIS TERM AS 

PRESIDENT OF THE AU 

U.S. Ambassadors to the African Union Jessye 

Lapenn of the United States in the DRC Mike 

Hammer and of the European Union in the DRC 

Jean-Marc Châtaigner assured President Félix 

Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo of the support of 

the International Community during his tenure as 

President of the African Union (AU). 

U.S. Ambassador to the African Union Jessye 

Lappen said this after a hearing that President 

Felix Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo gave them in 

his office in the AU City on Thursday, May 6, 2021. 

For Jessye Lappen, it is a question of supporting 

the leadership of the President of the African 

Union and the DRC in his diplomacy. 

 

AFRICAN TOUR BY PRESIDENT FELIX ANTOINE TSHISEKEDI 

The President of the Republic, Félix-Antoine TSHISEKEDI TSHILOMBO, paid a state visit to Sudan, Egypt and Ethiopia. 

Before flying to Ethiopia, Felix Tshisekedi responded to an invitation from his Zambian Counterpart Edgar  Chagwa  

Lungu  to inaugurate, as chairperson of the African Union, the  Kazungula bridge linking Zambia and Botswana. In 

addition to President Felix Tshisekedi at the inauguration of the Bridge, other African leaders such as the President of 

Zimbabwe, Botswana and the Vice-President of Namibia were present. 

As for his visit to Khartoum, Cairo and Addis Ababa, it was a question of seeing what the mechanisms can be to find a 

negotiated solution between the three countries that are tearing themselves apart over the problem of the construction 

of the Renaissance Dam on the Blue Nile by Ethiopia.  

 

 

HEALTH: HEALTH MINISTER DECLARED THE 

END OF THE 12TH EBOLA OUTBREAK ON 

MONDAY 

His Excellency Mr. Jean-Jacques Mbungani, 

Minister of Health declared on Monday, May 03, 

2021, the end of the 12th Ebola epidemic. This 

outbreak had arisen last February in Butembo, 

Byena, Katwa in North Kivu province. 12 cases of 

Ebola had been recorded, including 6 deaths and 

6 cured in 4 of 34 health zones in North Kivu 

province. This had caused further desolation to 

the people of these lands. 

As can be recalled, this 12th epidemic occurred a 

few months after the end of the 10th Ebola 

epidemic that appeared in the same province. 

There has been fear of harm, but the 

Government's efforts have taken the lead in 

ending the epidemic. 
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