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The capital Kinshasa, a megacity of twelve million 
inhabitants occupies the same time zone as Brus-
sels and Paris and is more than 500 kilometers 
south of the equator. It crosses the country, giv-
ing the DRCongo its tropical climate.  

The vastness of its terri-
tory places it twelfth 
worldwide: 2,345,409 
km² ( 80 times Belgium 
and 4 times France ), it is 
the most populated 
country of Central Africa.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Human potential first of all, with a population of over 90 
million, and a strong population growth estimated at 3.3% 
per year. A young population therefore, whose under-
fifties constitute 46%. And who, in a stable economic con-
text and job provider for the greatest number, would rep-
resent a rather incredible workforce for the country.  

Huge economic potential then, linked in the first place to 
the mining industry, this sector so well controlled by the 
world powers. Too little profit for the country unfortunate-
ly and too much bloodshed ... Another economically profit-
able sector and provider of jobs in addition to ensuring 
long-term self-subsistence much needed: the agro-food 
potential of this fertile land and tropical climate auspicious 
and varied where everything grows as if by magic.  

And yet the Democratic Republic of the Congo must still 
import food products, while it could feed the whole conti-
nent if this sector was organized otherwise! What is also 
interesting in terms of agritourism investment opportuni-
ties, as is already the case in some initiatives in the periph-
ery of Kinshasa and elsewhere in the country with agro-
pastoral or agro-forestry domains open to the public, espe-
cially in Katanga.  

The huge hydrographic resources also represent a great 
potential at different levels: electricity production, fishing, 
in terms of transport and tourism ... Not to mention of 
course natural resources in fauna and flora and these vir-
gin and authentic spaces (natural parks) already evoked, 
whose tourist impact seems obvious.  

 

All of these sectors favour the emergence 
of sustainable ecotourism that is relatively easy to im-
plement and requires little investment. Whether 
via agrotourism , industrial tourism , fluvial, historical, 
cultural ...  

The national parks in particular make it possible for 
them alone to develop a tourism vision (safaris), very 
buoyant economically, and / or adventure tourism 
(trekking, mountaineering, water activities, etc.).  
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Beautiful country with enormous natural assets as un-
suspected as attractive, the DRC presents diverse 
worlds with an extraordinary cultural heritage carried 
by the few hundred ethnic groups that make up its 
population.  

Its rich ecosystem presents a variety of landscapes of 
exceptional beauty (savannahs, deep forests, moun-
tains, mangroves, river and rivers), itself shaped by the 
climatic diversity at work in Congo. As well as a unique 
fauna with many endemic species in the country includ-
ing several emblematic specimens among which okapi, 
bonobo, mountain gorilla, lowland gorilla, Congolese 
peacock and until recently the white rhinoceros.  

This formidable reservoir of fauna and flora is particu-
larly present in the eight national parks and the sixty-
three reserves and natural areas that count the DRC, 
many of which are on the list of world sites in danger of 
UNESCO.   

Most of these protected areas face serious problems 
(poaching, deforestation, looting of natural resources, 
etc.) related to the troubles that the country has expe-
rienced over the last fifteen years. All this forms this 
unique country in many ways, of incredible beauty and 
richness, and potential, ecotourism huge.  

 

The vastness of its territory places it twelfth worldwide: 
2,345,409 km² ( 80 times Belgium and 4 times France ), it 
is the most populated country of Central Africa. 

The capital Kinshasa, a megacity of twelve million inhabit-
ants occupies the same time zone as Brussels and Paris 
and is more than 500 kilometers south of the equator. It 
crosses the country, giving the Congo its tropical climate. 

Near the equator, in the North Kivu province, there is the 
third highest peak in Africa covered with eternal snow: 
the Marguerite Peak of the Ruwenzori massif which rises 
to 5,119 meters (just behind Kilimanjaro and the Mount 
Kenya). 

Another impressive feature is the DRC's hydrographic 
network, which covers approximately 77,810 km² and is 
made up of numerous lakes and rivers, including the fa-
mous Great Lakes (Lake Victoria, Lake Tanganyika, Lake 
Edward, Lake Kivu ...) straddling the country. neighbours 
in the East, and which also record records at the African 
and global level.  

And of course the majestic Congo River , the real back-
bone of the country, and the second largest river in the 
world behind the Amazon for its flow of 80,832 m³ / s, 
and fifth by its length (4,700 km). 

But the DR Congo is also this "geological scandal", with 
incomparable grades of minerals among the most valua-
ble in the world (coltan, diamond, gold, copper, tin ...). 

The DRC can also be proud to own 47% of the tropical 
forest massif of the African continent, the second largest 
in the world after the Amazon and 6% of the world's trop-
ical reserves. This is to say the enormity present within a 
single country and the incredible wealth it con-
tains. Hence the enormous interest it arouses, including 
tourism.  

 

Around 450 different ethnic groups coexist on the territo-
ry while maintaining their own way of life which is reflect-
ed in many specific practices such as dances, music, 
masks, housing, crafts and various arts thus forming a hu-
man heritage and unique cultural.  

The official language is French alongside the four recog-
nized national languages: Swahili in the Eastern provinc-
es; the Lingala in Province Orientale, Equateur and Kinsha-
sa; the Kikongo in the provinces of Central Congo and 
Bandundu; and tshiluba in both Kasai and Katan-
ga. Hundreds of dialects are also identified in the country, 
which are part of its intangible heritage.  

Kinshasa has emerged as the crossroads of all cultures in 
the Congo and elsewhere as a result of population move-
ments over time. She managed to create and develop her 
own culture, based in particular on a sense of celebra-
tion ... (see the Petit Futé Kinshasa). Let us also pay hom-
age to this warm Congolese population, for whom the 
passing visitor is always welcome, to the extent of availa-
ble means and true to the tradition of hospitality.  


